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Tony Doherty, Sydney priest and past director of 
Catholic Adult Education, Sydney, began with his  
So You’re …  series as friendly guides to the Catholic 
faith for various contexts. He continues with  
A Friendly Guide to the Mass published by John 
Garratt Publishing and reviewed by Peter Maher. 

�e Friendly Guide Series

�e So You’re … series began with  
So You’re Working for the Catholic Church 
and developed into a number of formats 
with essentially the same text. It was 
adapted to suit various groups like parents 
who send their children to the Catholic 
school or Catholics renewing their faith. 
�e book has been ‘rebadged’ with 
appropriate titles.

�ese delightfully written and presented 
A4 size books cover essential aspects of 
the Catholic faith in an accessible way 
through good use of intelligible language 
and appropriate images that engage the 
imagination. �is full colour easy to read 
book covers all the basics of Catholic 
theology and practice. It is a book that 
can be con�dently o�ered to those seeking 
to reconnect with the Catholic faith or 
who are approaching it for the �rst time. 
Doherty’s gentle and respectful approach is 
an invitation to discover the scriptural and 
doctrinal tradition of the Catholic Church. 
It gently draws you into a conversation 

around faith. �is book contrasts markedly 
with a dry catechism approach and yet 
explores creatively all the basic teachings of 
the Catholic faith.

�is series is now followed by A Friendly 
Guide to the Mass also published by John 
Garratt. Once again Doherty has achieved 
a beautiful balance between accurate and 
easy to access information and the gentle 
invitation to explore through text and 
images this profound mystery of Catholic 
faith and practice. 

�ese books are certainly worth looking 
at if you have yet to browse their pages. 
Priests will �nd them useful as they have a 
very appealing approach for laity and they 
are particularly good for enquirers about 
our faith. I gave one to each of our RCIA 
candidates this year and they were received 
very positively. 

Look out for more in this series. Already 
published is A Friendly Guide to the New 
Testament by Francis Moloney. �‡

blessing, while she judges (more wisely and 
accurately) that there is at least spiritual 
immaturity, if not self-deception or worse. 
She writes, ‘I see you and my two Sisters 
incline so much to the supernatural; and 
you in especial [sic] as the spiritual guide 
of such souls do not seem to take those 
precautions which prudence suggests to 
guard against danger’. Mary has underlined 
the word, perhaps because Julian had 
written previously that ‘prudence is no use 
to me whatever’.

Julian has a good turn of phrase. ‘Now have 
I not written a long budget of complaints?’, 
or ‘I believe you will come into a nest of 
crosses’ (whence the title of this collection). 

Mary, in her turn, uses words such as ‘ere’ 
and ‘burthen’, writes everywhere of ‘Xmas’, 
and has several references to ‘Horney’. One 
of the excellent footnotes (yes, at the foot 
of the page, not endnotes), tells us that 
‘Horney’ is ‘a common word of the time for 
the devil’. 

An index or dramatis personae would have 
been a bonus, if only to keep track of Sr 
Joseph, Sr Josephine, Sr Mary Joseph and 
Sr Joseph Mary. 

�e climax of the collection is what Mary 
describes as a ‘“Conscience” letter’, 16 
Nov 1871 when, some seven weeks after 
the event, she is able, �nally, to pour out 
her heart about the experience of being 
excommunicated. ‘I was intensely happy 
and felt nearer to God than I had ever felt 
before ... the sensation of the calm beautiful 
presence of God I shall never forget.’

An invaluable collection for anyone 
seriously interested in knowing  
Mary MacKillop. �‡

Clericalism, the Death of Priesthood is published by 
Liturgical Press, Collegeville, Minnesota.  
Reviewed by Hal Ranger.

Saving the Priesthood from Clericalism

Clericalism, the Death of Priesthood is the 
fruit of many decades of experience and 
re�ection as a Jesuit and an ordained 
Priest by George Wilson. It is grounded 
in George’s own challenge to be open to 
God’s mysterious call to religious life and 
ordained priesthood while continuing 
to own and embrace his humanity. It 
is informed throughout by his long 
participation in living and helping others 
to live the reality we call “Church”. It is 
challenging and liberating, refreshing and 
honest, inspiring and faithful to the Spirit 
of Jesus.

Eugene Kennedy writes: “Jesuit George 
Wilson has the eyes and heart of a good 
pastor. He sees everything about the 

Church and the 
priesthood with 
X-ray vision and an 
understanding heart. 
�at remarkable 
combination allows him to view the 
deadening e�ects of the Clericalism that 
makes priests into princes, and to o�er 
gentle comprehensive advice on how to 
help a new generation to become servants 
again. Learned in history, theology and 
organizational theory, Father Wilson 
provides just the right book at just the  
right time.”

Everybody who wonders what can be done 
to help the Church and its priests in the 
next generation should read this book. �‡



 
World Wide Open for secondary graduates
Written by Juliette Hughes-Norwood 
ISBN 978 1 9219 4602 8    RRP $24.95 – but only $17.46 – a saving  
of 30% – when Sophia members buy 100 or more copies
World Wide Open is a terrific way to give students confidence as they move 
away from the circle of care offered by the school environment, and to take 
with them the values that they have learnt in our outstanding Catholic 
education system. Packed with information to help them carry the Gospel 
message into the real world, it will encourage them in whatever they choose.

We offer you this Day… A Teacher’s Yearbook 2012
Compiled by Margaret Ghosn 
ISBN  978 1 32194 609 7    RRP $49.95  For Sophia members $39.95
We offer you this Day… has been created to make teachers’ lives easier and students’ 
experiences of prayer richer. With a prayer for every school day, reflections on the 
Gospels, teaching ideas, articles, ways to pray and prayer for special occasions, this 
valuable new resource will prove indispensable to all classroom teachers and teachers  
of religion. The book is full of inspirational ideas and trustworthy practical advice to 
enhance the prayer life of both staff and students in Catholic schools.

Songs of the Heart  Reflections on The Psalms
Written by Sr Joan Chittister 
ISBN  978 1 92194 611 0    RRP $16.95  For Sophia members $13.56
In this simple and profound book, Sr Joan offers poignant and challenging reflections on 25 psalms,  
each offering a spiritual oasis away from the stresses of a world that demands more than the human  
soul can sometimes bear. She believes that the psalms, all pieces of poetry and music,  
have rich meaning for people today. 

 
Celebrating You for primary graduates
Written by Juliette Hughes-Norwood 
ISBN 978 1 92194 601 1    RRP $11.95 – but only $8.36 – a saving of 30% –  
when Sophia members buy 100 or more copies
Celebrating You offers hope and encouragement to kids completing primary school. Completing 
primary school and commencing secondary college is an important milestone in any child’s life.   
It is an emotional time filled with excitement, anxiety, anticipation, concern and more, all at 
once. This gift book will remind them of what they have learned, of how precious they are, to 
allay some of their fears as they approach this new environment. Illustrated by Geoff Hocking  
(The Australian Children’s Mass Book), this little book is guaranteed to get into the heart and  
head of your students. Ideally priced, this book will make a unique and much-loved memento  
for students as they graduate from your school. 

For you

Great gift ideas for graduating students 

For teachers

Freecall  1300 650 878  Email sales@johngarratt.com.au 
or order online at  www.johngarratt.com.au

www.johngarratt.com.au

1300 650 878

New from John Garratt Publishing
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AUSTRALIAN FUNERAL DIRECTORS ASSOCIATION MEMBER

www.wnbull.com.au
T: (02) 9519 5344    F: (02) 9519 4310

24 HOUR HELP LINE

O Of all life’s celebrations
the funeral liturgy can touch

us the most deeply.

We prefer to place our trust and reliance
on those who have the skill and experience to

plan a funeral that has meaning and dignity.

At least that’s what Sydney families look for when they choose 
WN Bull Funerals. 

As the funeral liturgy expresses faith, it also 
contextualises the life of the deceased with traditional 

and contemporary elements. 
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